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eers of Israel were emancipators without desiring o to be, for they combated the worst of tyrannies, he connivance of ignorant masses with an abased >riesthood. We have seen that Israel already >ossessed a sort of embryo of the Bible in a little ollection of legends, and in the Book or Books >f Jashar and the Wars of Jahveh. Of these mbryonic manuscripts there were probably very ew copies, though the legends and songs confined in them were in one shape or another widely known. Somewhere about the days of ehu a further step was taken ; the idea of some-hing like a history from the Jahvist* point of lew grew up in the mind of an unknown genius f the Northern Kingdom. Taking as a basis he works just mentioned, adding other materials nd much of his own, this writer, who seems to .ave been at once austere and tender, a pessimist if the pessimists and an idyllic poet, developed he narrative which all scholars have long con-snted-to describe as the work of the " Jehovist," rom the fact that the name of Jahveh is used tiroughout it.
The writer was in strong contrast with his redecessor, who merely collected legends. He fas a philosopher writing to explain God and he Universe with their relations to each other, ccording to his ideas. We only possess large